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the movement of the Aggregate All CGroups Index.
potatoes and onidne is shown hezein in cowparison with that caloulated in the cuntomairy

Variations in retail prises as measured by the Interim Retail Prioe Index
for the gix State capiial cities of Australia are shown herein:

The Interim Retail Price Index; instituted in March, 1954 wi‘bb post-War
woights and componenta, im published quarterly and is described in “Labour Report®
(1958).
Seanonal fiuctuations in prines of potatoes and onions materially affect
An 411 Groups Index which excludes

S.B. 806

manner,
4. An analysis for each capital sity of the approximate effect of price
movements of potatoes and onions is shown hereunder and similar information for the
woighted average of the six capital citles can Te darived from Tadble 3 on page 4.
Interim index Points {Base for each city i Year 1952-53 = 100)
E‘xc..ud— " Cumulative | Erclud— Cumulitive ‘Ex lud = Cumilative
i ovement ] Movement Movement
ing due to |A€8re-| ing due 1o  Aggre-||  ing dus to |BEETE-
Period (Fotatoes Potatwes gate || Fotatoes Potatoes | gale | Potatoes Potatoes gate
aml and _‘A_ll and and - ALl and, and 41l
Or&gns Onions | GTOUMS 0?1c)>ns Orit one Growpe Ox(xicins Onions Groups
f L (a) ' ® {a). * {a)
SYDNEY HELBOURNE BRISBANE
1956~ Maroh[ 105.3 | + C.9 | 106.2 ! 109.4| + 1.0:{ 110.4 | 105.8 + 1.5 1107.3
June 1G7.0 # 1.5 (108.5 ] 111.6 + 1,7 [ 113.3 ) "107.7 ¢ 1.8 }109.5
s@pt- 111-2 + 208 114.0 11203 + 3»4 11507 10807 + 302 11109
Deo. 112.6 | + 1.2 [ 113.8 ] 1139 + 2.4 | 1i5.5 | 1095 + 1.7 [ 111.2
1957~ March| 193.7 os | 1137 11347 + 0.4 | 114.1f 110.9 + 0.5 | 111.4
June 114.5 + G.2 1147 114.8 + 0.5 115.3 112.0 + 04 112.4
Sﬁpto 115.2 = 0.2 115«0 ' 11503 + 0.2 1’505 11203 + 0.2 1’205
De°6 11502 bt 004 11408 1\15«:2 * 031 11503 11306 - 002 113«4
1958~ March| 116.7 ~ 0.3 1164 115.5 ‘o 115.5 | 114.8 + 0.1 | 914.9
Jma ?16 .8 - 094 116'4 1!601 - 0.1 11600 11703 6a 1’703
Sept.| 116.6 | =~ 0.4 |116.5| 116.8 -0.1 | 116,71 1179 + 0.1 | 118.0
Deo. 11T 1 - 0.2 11609 11902 + 0,2 119.4 11908 + 0.2 120.0
1959— “ﬂroh 11703 20 . 11703 11909 + 094 12003 12067 +* 0.4 12101
June 17,91 = 0,1 [ 117.8 1 t21.0 + 0,3 | 121.3 | 121.4 +0s1 {121.5
Septe 118-6 - 0,2 118a4 12106 + 003 12109 1?2«:4 + 0.3 12207
Deo., 119.9 - 3,2 119.7 122.6 + 0.3 1229 123:4 4+ 0.1 123.5
1%0— “&roh 120.8 - 002 12006 12338 + 091 123»9 12403 aa 12403 -
ADELAIDE ' FERTH . HOBART ;
1956~ March| 106.% [ =+ 0.7 |106.8] 113.1 oo | 11301 | 11191 & 1.1 [113.0 !
June 108 .4 + 123 109,71 115,01 ¢ 0.2 115.2 11401 + 1,0 115.1
Sapt.| 108.6 43,0 1116} 1161 +0.5 | 1166 1 116.4 + 1.9 | 118.3
Dec, 108..7 + 2.2 1 110.9] 117.2 +0.4 | 11765 117.7 + 1.7 {119.4
1957~ Ma¥en| 109.7 | oo | 109.7F 118.4| + 0.3 | {18.7) 11851 + 0.4 | 118.9 ;
Juno 111.0 + °o3 111'3 1190,-9- + 0.3 120.2 1190\‘ + 0»4 (’;9'6 !
Sept.| 11242 ee | 112427 119.8 4 0.3 120,11 119:0 - 0.2 | 118.8° ;
Dec, 111.8 - 0.1 111.7§ 118.9 +0.2 11191 119.4 - 0.3 | 19.1 !
1958- ?‘al‘oh 1120‘i o0 112-1 11904 20 11914 119-7 ae 119.7
Juns | 114.2| - 0.2 | 114.0% 12C.7 oo | 12007 | 1206 | = Qo3 | 120.3 ;
Sopt. 11504 - 0.2 115!2 121.2 R 121.2 121'3 had 004 120v9 :
Dec. 115.9| ¢ 0.1 [ 118,0§ f21.0 +0.1 | 21017 122.8 | =~ 0.3 | 122.5 :
1955- March| 116.6 +0:2 (115,8) 121.6 + 0.1 121,71 123.0 + 0.4 |123.4
June [ 117.6 | - 0.t [ 117.5) 122.7| +0.2 |122.9] 123.4| + 0.1 |123.5
Sept.| 119.2 se | 119.2F 12301 +0.4 [123.5§ 124.4 + 0.2 |124.6
Do 119.8 + 0.2 | 120,0] 123.3 4+ 0.3 | 123.6 | 125.6 + 0.3 [ 125.9
1960~ March 122.0 - 0.1 121.9 125.,0Q + 0.2 125.2 1263 + 0.2 126.5

{a) Cumulative from tase period,

983

(+) Denotee incresse, (-) decrease.




5 Comparative average retail prices of potatoes for the six capital cities o The next tadle shows aggregate Interim Retail Prics Index Numbers for each
ars shown hereunder = . .- of the six State vapital cities individually ir. compsriaan with the weighted average.
_ B o ) ' : index for the six iState -capitals combined.
AYER_AGE BETALL FRICHS 0?‘ POTATOES ) . TABLE 2 1 INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX
Penos per 7 1bs, o v .~ FOR SIX ZAPITAL OITIES, SEPARATELY AND CC COMZBINED _
o S T ; R Weighted : (Baae of Index for fSach city a.nd for Six capital Oities ] Year 1952-53 a 100) {(a)
Poriod "Sydney| Melbourne| Brisbane Adelaide| Perth|Hobart] Averags of ——— ; T Six
, , , e T Siz Cag___itals Period - Sydney Melbourne| Brisbane Adalgid‘e vaerth Hoart| Capital
March Quarter, 1954 | 40 31 52 | 30 | 29| 35 37 . S SR A — A Cities (b)
" 1955 1 38 27 | 44 | 29 8| 43 | 34 ' ~ Aggregate - All Groups (s) I
" :’ :ggél e 59 & _ 4 31 87 60 ‘ Year ended June - ' : - ' !
47 41 45 30 44 52 43 i . 1 £ | - - aa el
" " 1958 37 33 40 o8 35 5 | 3 1951 . 74.6 75.2 76..4 T4.7 | 74.5| 73.1 T74.9
aptember 34 28 39 23 35 a8 | 3 : » v S qok E1 o
December " n | 40 3 5 , 1954 v 102.2| 102.4 | 103.0 | 102.0 | 103.9]| 106.6 102.5
: 7 41 34 38 35 38 - P g o &1 108
Maroh . 1959 4 . _ 1955 103.1)  102.7 104.,0 103.6 | 109.6] 105.6 103.6
e : 47 49 38 391 53 45 ar _ v . : ; o8
Tune " " 40 | 0 8 ¢ _ 1956 106 .1  109.5 107.1 107.2 { 112.7] 111.5 108.0
4 3 28 41 43 i 39 e v : = ' :
September “ » 35 35 38 24 24 42 3 v 1957 C 114.10 115,14 111.7 110.9 1 118,3| 115.1 114.3 ,
December W n 37 39 35 34 4| 44 37 ' v 1958 1M5.7] 15,6 | 1145 | 1125 | 119.8] 119.2 112.6 |
March " 1%‘3 36 36 34 i 27 ; 40 47 i 35 v 1959 o 117;0 11904 i 12002 ’16-4 ’21.7 ’220 1' .5
- Quarter - o )
6. The observations in thess Statisticel Bulletins are made, ac is ocustomary, 1958 + Maron 116,41 115.5 | 114.9 | 112,11 119.4) 119.7)  115.8
t0 assist public understanding of the trends in retail prices Within the definition of ' June 116.4} 116.0 7.3 114.,0 | 120.7| 120.3 116.5
the respective indsxes. ’ Soptember - 116.2) 116.7 148.0 | 115.2 | 121.2] 120.9 116.9
. December ) 116.9] 119.4 $20.0 116.0 | 121.1] 122.5 118.3
Te Tribunals and other authorities conoerned witk wage adjustment and othor 1959 s March 117.3 120.3 12141 116.8 | 121.7] 123.4 119.0
purposes decide ia the light of their own requirements what price index (12 e.nar; is ' ' June 117.8 121.3 | 1215 117.5 | 122.9] 123.5 119.7
‘levant to their purposes and how it shall be applied. The Statistiocian's function ' September ) 118,4 121.9 122;7 199.2 123..5 1 2'4,5 120,5
s to supply indexes and information therecn s required by those authorities. The ~ - Deceumber 119,71 122.9 12345 120,0 | 123,61 125.9 #121.5
tatistiocian expresses no view as to the mord 8 or demerits of the use of price indexes 1960 & March | 120.6]  123.9 124.3 121.9 | 125.2] 126.5 122.6
in this co xion, . . — : o " . — - -
e _ : : A1l Groups EXCLUDING Potatoes ani Onions (o)
8. Group and aggregate Interim Betail Price Index Numbers aré ehown belowi- - — e - —— ak —
: Year ended June =~ . _ '
TABLE 1 ¢ INTERTY RETAIL PRICE INDEXK - GROUP INDEXES 1956 ' 105.3; 108.4 | 105.9 | 106.3 | 112.6]| 110.6;  107.0
Aoighted Average of Six Capitsl Citioe ' 1957 113,01 113.5 110.3 109.5 | 117.9| 118.0 113.0
-&--——-—3—-—-——3-- : ' 1958 16,0 115.5 | 114,55 | 112.6 P119.7] 119.7]  115.7
Clothing | the o Quarter - ‘ I .
Period Food (b-) and | Remt | 2the m“gg::g:*z,) 1958 ¢ Maroh 196.7 115.5 | 1448 [ 112.3 | 119.4| 119.7|  115.9
. .. |Drapery —— L - June | 11681 1161 173 | 1142 [ 120.7] 120.6 116.7
A P C v - A - B . : ' September | 116.6] (16.8 |  117.9 115.4 §121.2F 1213 t17.1
Year ended June = - _ o - v . o December 117.1] 19.2 | 119.8 | 115.9 {124.0[ 122.8 118.3
1955 104.8 104.6 | .102.4 | 109,6 | 101.4 | 103.7 103:6 . 1959 1 March 1173 19,8 120.7 | 116.6 [ 121.6] 123.0 118.8
1956 108.1 110.6° 103.3 | 115.5 106.4 - 107.C 108.0 . June 117.9] 121.0 | t21.4 1 117.6 [ 122.7| 123.4| 119.7
1957 112.4 115.8 | 105.8 122.5 1197.8 | 113.0 | 114.3 ‘ September 11861  121.6 122.4 | 119.2 {123.1] 124.4] 120.4
1958 114.C 113.7 ¢ 109:2 | 128.4 | 120.2 | 115.7 | 115 é Dea@m‘oer 119.9] 122.6 123.4 119 8 123.3] 125 6 *121.4
Quarter — 1 ' : ‘ : ' , s (a) Ses note (a) %o Tabloe 1 on page 2. (b) “Waightad average. {2) See paras‘raphs 3 and
1957 : Decembex 112.8 112.4 | 109.1 127:0 | 120.1 5.1 ¢ 114.9 - 4 on page 1 of this Bulletin. * Revisad.
1958 s Harch {1446 | 114.4 | 109.3 128.2° [ 120.2 | 115.9 195.8 10. The above indexes measure price movements for each clty 1ndiV1dually and
June 114.9 114.4 | 110.2 | 132.2 | 120.4 | 116.7 116.5 the ditference in degree 4f priué movement in reepective olties over the periods shomn.
September 114.7 | 114.2 | 110.3 | 134.2 | 121.4 | 117.1 | 116.9 : But they dc not provide a comparison of absclute rotail price levels in any oity with
Decenber 115.4 | 115.1 | 110.5 : 136.0 | 124.5 | 118.3 | 118.3 the ratail price levels of any nther oity.
1959 ¢ March 164 | 16,7 | 110.3 | 137.4 | 124:7 | 118.8 | 119.0 11, The Interim Retall Price Index was first pudlished and _desoribed in 3.3, 265
June 117.4 176 | 110.7 138.6 | 125.2 119.7 $19:7 on 24th ¥arch, 1954. It has been compiled for the yesrs 1950-51 6 1958=59 and for
Septemver 118.2 118.5 11| 1,40;6 - 125.8 | 120.4 | 120.5 each quarter from September quarter; 1952. The liet of items covered by the index is
Dacember C1O118.7 [ 11809 | 11244 142.8, | 128.9 [#121.4 | *121.5 . representative of & high proportion of expenditurs of Wwage earner households. The
’ . . 3 S P group weights and thé item weights of the Interim Index rslate broauy to the consump-
_ 1960 : March 120 8 | 1206.8 | 112.8 | 144.5 | 127, 4 | 122.6 | 122'6 tion pattern of 1950-53, Those of the "C" Series Indox relate to the pre-war pattern.
(a) Figures appeaTing after the deo! ol poiat in the tadles horein poseses little v o 2. Tha liat of items in the Interin Indéx 14 move comprehansive. than that of
significance for gensral siatistical purposes. They are inserted 10 avold the minoy - . " the "C"“ Series Index and some of tha prineipol food waights and group weights differ
distortions that would ooour in rouriding off the figuires to the nearest whale number. . Jubstantially from those used im the "CY Series Index, A oompsrison of group weighte
(b) Tk» index in colusm "A" excludes, and that in columm "B inoludoa. »otatooo and o énd of the list of 1tems in the respective indexes is showa on pagoa 9 « 12 of the
onions. Sse paragraphs 3 and 4 on page 1 of thia Bulletin. B o - . annual "La’bour Rejjort® xo. 46 (1955)
» Reviesd, ’ ' '




4.
13 At times appreciable disparitias apj)ear m'the movement of the respective
indexss for individual cities from quarter to quarter, The Intarim Index, being based

orni recent weights and an extended lis¥ of items, is the more representative measure of
quarterly retail price variations.

i4. The following table shows the Interim Index for the six ce.pite.l oities
combined (with the year 1952-53 as base = 100) in comparison with "C® Series Index
nunbers converted arithmeticslly to the same base year. In view of the fluctuations
in prices of potatoes and onions (eee page 1 of this Bullat:ln) this tadle showa index
nunbera for toth series including and exoluding those 4wo commodities.

TABLE 3 : COMPARATIVE MOVEMENTS IN RETAIL PRICES 'Base t Yoar 1

- _Six c&wt%ie_e: Weighted Averags)
Ferlod -m¢v Series Index (b _Interim Ir
Ysar ended June = 1953 100.0 100,0 100,0
1954 10208 10252 102:5
1955 103,17 103.7 103.6
A B o
1956 ‘ 107.5 108.8 107.0 108.0
1957 112.2 114.1 113.0 - 114.3
1958 C114.7 114.3 15.7 115.6
1959 11705 117«2 11804 11805
Quarter - 1955 : March . 10349 103.8 103.8
June 10500 10405 104-7
A B
Septembar 105.9 106.6 105, 1 ' 105.7
Dacenber 106.7 ‘ 107.7 106 .3 407.0
1956 3 March ©107.8 109,0 107.:4 -108.3
Juns 5 10907 11108 10904 . 110.8
September 111.1 _ 115.6 111,535 11444
Dacamber 1117 114.2 ' 112.5 114.2
1957 : March 112.6 112.8 113.5 11347
June 113.5 113.8 114.5 114.8
Ssptember 114.0 113.8 115.1 1151
Dacember 114.0 113.5 11541 114.9
1958 ¢ March 115.0 114.7 115.9 115.8 -
June 11509 . 11503 ’ 11607 11605 .
Ssptember 1163 115.7 1171 116.9
December 117.3 117.0 118.3 118.3
1959 1 March 1177 ,1708 . ?18-8 » 115.0
Juns 118.6 S 1184 : 119.7 119.7
Saptembsr 119,7 119.6 120.4 1205
Decembern 121.0 120.8 * 121.4 * 1215
1960 : Maroh 122,2 121.9 122.6 o 122:6

(a) See note (a) %o Tabls 1 on Page 2. (b) See note (b) to Table 1 on yage 2.
+ Revised.

15. The rental component used in these reteil prive indexes haw dbewn continued
on the basis desoribed on pages 2 and 10 of "Labour Report® Wo. 41 (1952). Dats of
the Census of 1954 and recent surveys show that in all cities the numbers of houses
privately rented have diminished subatantially and that rents of the residual asuses
(2lone) ore no longer sufficlently reprosuntative as the housing somponent of the
rotall price indexes. In the annual "Labour Repert' the "C" Ssexies Retail Prioco Index
and the Interim are published inolusive and exclusive of renta., It is not proposed to
reconstruot the "C" Series Retail Price Index, oxcept at the incitance ¢f an industrial
ridunal or other authority concerned. Consideration iz being givéen to reconatruction
of the Interim Retail Price Index in the light of changes in oonenmption patterns
since its baso year (1952-53). .

This dooument is published dy the Common@eslth Statisticiun and
oontsins ptatistics or adbetracts thereof compiled and tadulated
by the Commonwealth Stitistician pursuant to the: Cenbus and.
Statiatios Act 1905-1949.
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